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Our endorsed candidates are
highlighted in boxes.
Help keep abortion legal
and accessible.
Vote for endorsed candidates.

WCLA - Choice Matters Endorsement Policy, 2008
WCLA - Choice Matters’ endorsements are made by its Board of Directors.
WCLA - Choice Matters’ endorsements are determined case by case. To be considered for
endorsement, candidates must complete and return WCLA - Choice Matters’ questionnaire and
participate in an interview if requested.
Incumbents may be endorsed over pro-choice challengers if they have consistent voting
records and have established a reputation for strong leadership and extra effort in advancing
access to abortion and contraception. Non-incumbents may be endorsed if they have
demonstrated leadership in the community on the issue.
Endorsement is considered only for those who unequivocally support:
• access to abortion and contraception for all women, unimpeded by laws,
restrictions, or regulation;
• strict confidentiality for all reproductive health care;
• coverage by public and private insurance of abortion and contraception.
Judicial candidates: To be eligible for endorsement, judicial candidates must participate in an interview
if requested by WCLA - Choice Matters, and neither seek nor accept the Right to Life Party nomination.

U.S. President/
Vice President
Barack Obama/Joe Biden (D,W)

John McCain/Sarah Palin ¥ (R,I,C)
Roger Calero/Alyson Kennedy§ (SWP)
Gloria La Riva/Eugene Puryear (PSL)
Cynthia McKinney/Rosa Clemente§ (GRN)
Bob Barr/Wayne A. Root (LBT)
Ralph Nader/Matt Gonzales§ (PLT)

U.S. HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES
• District 17

Westchester County: Mt. Vernon, Parts Of
Greenburgh, Yonkers And The Bronx; Rockland
County: Orangetown, Ramapo And Part Of
Clarkstown
.ELIOT ENGEL* (D,I,W)

Robert Goodman (R,C)

• District 18

Westchester County: Pelham, Eastchester, New
Rochelle, Mamaroneck, Rye (town & city),
Harrison, Scarsdale, White Plains, Mt. Pleasant,
No. Castle, Ossining, New Castle, and parts of
Greenburgh and Yonkers; Rockland County: parts
of Haverstraw and Clarkstown.

NITA LOWEY* (D,W)
Jim Russell (R,C)

• District 19

Westchester County: Peekskill, Yorktown, Cortlandt, Somers, No. Salem, Bedford, Pound Ridge,
Lewisboro, and Mt. Kisco; Putnam County: parts
of Orange, Dutchess, and Rockland counties.

JOHN HALL* (D,I,W)

Kieran Michael Lalor¥ (R,C)

NEW YORK STATE SENATE
• District 34

Eastchester, Parts of Mt. Vernon, Yonkers,
Pelham, New Rochelle, and the Bronx.

• District 90

Cortlandt, Ossining, Peekskill, Kent, Phillipstown, Putnam Valley

SANDRA GALEF* (D,I)

JEFFREY D. KLEIN* (D,I,W)
Daniel Fasolino (R,C)

William J. Gouldman (R,C)
Richard F. Quaglietta (W)

• District 35

• District 91

ANDREA STEWART-COUSINS* (D,W)

GEORGE S. LATIMER* (D,I,W)

John M. Murtagh (R,I,C)

Rob Biagi (R,C)

• District 36

• District 92

RUTH HASSEL-THOMPSON* (D,W)

RICHARD BRODSKY* (D,W)

Towns of Greenburgh and Mt. Pleasant, most of
Yonkers.

Parts of Mt. Vernon and the Bronx.

Curtis Brooks (R,C)

• District 37

Harrison, Mamaroneck, New Castle, No. Castle,
Ossining, Rye Town, Scarsdale, parts of New
Rochelle, Rye, and White Plains.

Mamaroneck, Rye Town, Rye, part of New
Rochelle

Greenburgh, Mt. Pleasant, part of Yonkers

• District 93
Most of Yonkers

MICHAEL SPANO* (D,C,W)
James Faulkner¥ (R,I)

SUZI OPPENHEIMER* (D,W)

• District 99

Liz Feld (R,I,C)

Yorktown, No. Salem, Somers, part of Dutchess
and Putnam

• District 40

Greg Ball* (R,I,C)

Northern Westchester, Putnam Couonty, part of
Dutchess County.

Vincent Leibell, III* (R,I,C)

NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
• District 87
Mt. Vernon, part of Yonkers

JOHN A. DEGNAN (D,W)

COUNTY COURT
(vote for one)

SUSAN M. CAPECI (D,W)

Raymond W. Belair¥ (RTL)

J. GARY PRETLOW* (D,I)

Ralph Pearson (C)
Ernesto Darko Boaten (W)

• District 88

Eastchester, Pelham, Scarsdale, part of White
Plains and New Rochelle

AMY R. PAULIN* (D,I,W)
Parties: D: Democrat
R: Republican
I: Independence
C: Conservative
W: Working Families
RTL: Right to Life
SWP: Socialist Workers Party
PSL: Party for Socialism and Liberation
GRN: Green Party
LBT: Libertarian Party
PLT: Populist Party

Anthony Pilla (R,C)

• District 89

Northern Westchester ,Harrison, most of White
Plains

ADAM BRADLEY* (D,I,W)

Key to ratings:

ENDORSED

PRO-CHOICE, NOT ENDORSED
Anti-choice
* Incumbent
§ Not able to contact
¥ Endorsed by the Right to Life
Committee
® Formerly endorsed by the RTL PAC

What’s at Stake on Nov. 4? EVERYTHING!

I

t is impossible to exaggerate the
importance of Election 2008. With
the presidential choice between Barack
Obama and John McCain, and the
election of the entire House and onethird of the Senate up for grabs, voters
will be deciding the fate of this country
for years to come. Women cannot

afford a continuation of the Bush
administration’s extremist ideology
— and given his voting record, that
is exactly what McCain will give us
if elected president. Choice Matters
has made its position clear. We are
endorsing Barack Obama, and actively
opposing John McCain.

At the end of the day, we know that
it is not Choice Matters, the NRA, the
DNC or the RNC who will decide the
fate of our country. It will be you, the
voter or the non-voter.
Remember, every time a person
decides not to vote, those who vote
have more power.
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Obama/Biden Yes! Bush/Cheney, McCain/Palin No!

Choice Matters endorses the Obama/Biden Ticket!

O

bama is committed to
protecting Roe v. Wade,
to supporting women’s
reproductive rights, and to
promoting stem cell research.
Obama supports legislation
to increase access for familyplanning services, to provide
teens with comprehensive
sex education, and to prevent
pharmacies from denying women
access to their birth-control
prescriptions.
Senator Obama has clearly
stated, “A woman’s ability to
decide how many children to
have and when, without interference from the government,
is one of the most fundamental rights we possess. It is not
just an issue of choice, but equality and opportunity for all

women.” (Huffington Post,
5/14/08)
At a time when teen
pregnancies are on the rise,
health care costs including birth
control are skyrocketing, and
women are being denied their
equal rights in the workplace,
the American people need a
president who is not afraid to
legislate change when need be.
Obama is that person.

Joe Biden’s Record

Biden is and always has been
a strong supporter of women’s
reproductive rights. In debates, through his voting record,
and most recently on Meet the Press with Tom Brokaw, Biden
See Obama on page 3

Remember: Elections Have Consequences
“Elections have consequences. One of
the consequences is the president of
the United States gets to name his or
her nominees to the bench,” (McCain,
7/08)
he inherent truth of that statement
should frighten every pro-choice
voter. Justice John Paul Stevens just
turned 88 on April 20, and on January
20, 2009—when the next president is
sworn into office—five others of the
nine Supreme Court justices will be over
70. Whoever is elected president will
likely replace most of them, especially

T

if he is re-elected. Regardless of who is
elected in 2012, he or she would not
be able to undo the damages a McCain
presidency would reap.

Remember McCain is anti-choice, antifair pay legislation, and anti-individual
rights. He opposes legislation that
mandates basic civil rights.

The Supreme Court Composition Today
Conservatives 			
72-Antonin Scalia			
60-Clarence Thomas			
58-Samuel Alito				
53-John Roberts (Chief Justice)		
		
		

Conservative swing vote
72-Anthony Kennedy

Progressives
88-John Paul Stevens
75-Ruth Bader Ginsburg
70-Stephen Breyer
68-David Souter

It’s the Issues
by Catherine Lederer-Plaskett
President/Chair of the Board

O

ne of the comments most
frequently heard in doorto-door election canvassing is,
“Vote for who? I don’t know…
there’s just something about
her/him…” Sometimes that is
good, but more often than not
it’s bad. The person often adds,
“S/he’s so…” and any number
of words might follow: schoolteacher-y, cold, ambitious,
arrogant, shrill.
The temptation is to scream, “WHO CARES?? You’re
voting for the person to run the country, not inviting
her/him to dinner!” The last time this country voted
for the person they’d most like to have a beer with, we
ended up with eight years of George W. Bush and all of
the horrors that have gone with that.
Why is it that when Americans hire a surgeon or a
mechanic we focus on the job to be done, but when
voting for president we focus on whether she or he is
nice—a regular gal or guy?

It’s the issues! It’s the issues! It’s the issues!
I was and am a Hillary supporter. If she were running
today, I’d be voting for her and working to convince you
to do the same. Because of the issues. Yes, it’s great that
she is a woman but that alone would not have earned
her this organization’s endorsement nor my personal
support. She is more than her gender—she is her brain,
her actions, and her track record!
Choice Matters endorsed Hillary because she is the
foremost leader on women’s reproductive health in Congress (the only possibly challenge for that designation
Westchester Coalition for Legal Abortion
- Choice Matters, Inc. © 2008
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coming from Nita Lowey!). But Hillary won’t be on the
ballot this November.
Instead, we are faced with a choice between two
men who could not be more different—one, John McCain, who is in lockstep with President Bush and has
promised a continuation of every aspect of Bush’s antiwoman anti-choice agenda; the other, Barack Obama,
who is in agreement with Hillary on every aspect of
women’s reproductive rights, and most every other issue. Obama believes Roe v. Wade was correctly decided
while McCain not only wants to overturn Roe, he supports a constitutional amendment banning abortion.
McCain who opposes abortion has a 100% anti-birth
control voting record. As he is not yet in a position to
redefine contraceptives as abortion, which is indeed the
goal of anti-choice extremists as shown by Colorado
Amendment 48, McCain has had to settle for making
birth control increasingly difficult to obtain. He has opposed any legislation that would enable women to more
easily afford it. This is Birth Control—the very thing that
since the 1960s has helped women gain control of their
lives. Enabling women to control their fertility has proven
key to controlling everything else—education, employment, economic independence, leaving abusive relationships—EVERYTHING…and McCain opposes it. At least
he was consistent when he opposed the Lilly Ledbetter
Fair Pay Act too. Apparently, economic independence
and parity for women are not high on McCain’s agenda.
In stark contrast, Obama is committed to parity—a
commitment that includes fighting for equal pay, protecting Roe, making reproductive healthcare available to
all regardless of ability to pay, and much more. Like Hillary, Obama has made a career of fighting for those who
cannot fight for themselves.
As candidates, Clinton and Obama generated an intensity and commitment from their supporters not seen
in years. Allegiances were established for a multitude
of reasons, some that can be explained and others that
cannot. For some, it was like a passionate love affair.
Some are finding it very hard to move on.
In my process of moving on, I have looked for the
good that came out of this very heated primary season,
and there is definitely a huge “good” to be found. We
have a new women’s movement, which is something
many of us thought could never happen again.
As Rosa Parks has been recognized as “the spark”
for the civil rights movement, Hillary Clinton is the
spark that ignited this 21st century women’s movement.
Women have found their voice again. I am working
together with others to establish an organization that
See Focus on back page
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Editorials
The Kindness of Strangers

J

ohn McCain’s favorite female literary character must
be Blanch DuBois in Tennessee Williams’ A Street Car
Named Desire as she epitomizes his entire economic
plan for women.
McCain does not believe in legislation to protect
women’s rights. Instead, as his record shows, he asks
all women to live by the same life philosophy as broken, insecure, penniless, raped Blanch DuBois, who
explained, “I have always relied on the kindness of
strangers” to get by.
McCain claims to favor pay equity but opposed
the Ledbetter Fair Pay Act as recently as April 2008.
Although he skipped the Fair Pay Act vote, he spoke
out against it. According to McCain, “[women] need
the education and training…,” but apparently not legal
protection against pay discrimination. In 2000, McCain
also opposed an amendment aimed at providing “more
effective remedies to victims of discrimination in the
payment of wages on the basis of sex.” In 1985, McCain voted against a study to investigate pay differences among federal employees and determine whether
they were the result of discrimination.
According to a campaign aide, McCain claims to
oppose all legislative mandates. (Wonder what McCain
thinks of mandates like the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the
National Voting Rights Act of 1965 or the Nineteenth
Amendment?)
McCain also opposes legislation requiring insurance
plans that cover Viagra to also cover contraceptives.
Enabling men to have sex but not helping women to
protect against pregnancy must be a mandate issue for
McCain.

In 2003 and 2005, McCain voted against measures
that would have required insurance companies to
cover birth control. McCain voted to reduce, eliminate
or restrict health insurance programs for low-income
children and pregnant women, a minimum of six times.
In August 2007, McCain again voted against expanding coverage of SCHIP (the federal government State
Children’s Health Insurance Program.).
Viagra, no birth control, more children, no insurance…must be a mandate thing.
In 2000, McCain voted against providing tax credits
to small businesses that offer health insurance to their
employees—women represent the largest growing sector of small business owners. He voted against a $3,000
tax credit to help seniors and their families cover longterm care—women statistically outlive their spouses
and are the caregivers.
Twice McCain voted against measures that provided additional funding for home and communitybased healthcare providers—a profession dominated
by women; 18 times McCain voted to cut or restrict
Medicare, and seven times to cut or restrict funding for
Medicaid—poverty rates are highest for families headed
by single women, and the number of women living in
poverty has increased disproportionately to the number
of men over the past decade.
A spokesperson for McCain has said he will have
the most women appointees of any president to date
if he is elected—which is great, but…McCain does not
believe in quotas so he won’t be “man-dating” parity
for business or government.
McCain’s refusal to legislate forces American women
to—quite literally—rely on the kindness of strangers.
Without legislation, there are no guarantees, and McCain must know that.

Obama from page 1
has stated his unequivocal support for Roe v. Wade. He is
committed to comprehensive sex education and is a cosponsor of the Prevention First Act. He has voted to expand
access to preventive health care services that reduce both
unintended pregnancy and the number of abortions, and to
improve access to women’s health care. Biden championed
the Violence Against Women Act, calling it “the most
significant legislation” he has crafted in his thirty-five years
in the Senate. Each time the Act has been renewed, Biden
successfully added initiatives, in 2000 on human trafficking
and in 2005 on domestic violence in public housing.
Autumn 2008

The Future

The American people cannot afford four more years of
right-wing extremist Bush policies repackaged under the
McCain seal. Any doubts regarding McCain’s or should one
say McBush’s agenda were blown away with his selection of
anti-choice zealot Sarah Palin (page 5) as his running mate.
John McCain’s record (page 4) is a mirror image of the Bush
policies. McCain is no maverick but instead a plow horse (or
tow truck?) committed to dragging the Bush agenda over the
finish line.

Paid for by ProChoice Voter
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John McCain’s Record: Look Before You Leap — Know the Facts

J

ohn McCain’s record on women’s issues is frightening. He
is no maverick but instead an ultra-conservative who is
in lockstep with his party’s religious extremists. His actions,
votes, and statements show McCain to be an elitist whose
policies repeatedly target the most vulnerable—the poor,
who in most cases are women and children.
For example, McCain trumpeted his anti-choice ideology
when he voted to change the definition of those eligible for
SCHIP (State Children’s Health Insurance Program) to include
the “unborn” [sic] while at the same time voting at least six
times against expanding coverage to low-income children
and pregnant women. (McCain’s focus appears to be on
fetuses, not living breathing children!)

Family Planning

Birth control and family planning are key components
in economic independence for women. McCain is not only
anti-choice, he is anti-family planning and anti-woman’s independence. Only the wealthy can afford to ignore McCain’s
actions, a smattering of which are listed below:
• Voted to end “the Title X family planning program,
which is credited with helping prevent over 9 million
abortions” by making comprehensive voluntary family planning services readily available to all who desire
such services. (Feministing.com) Title X was established
by Congress in 1970. Of the approximately 4.5 million people serviced each year at Title X-funded clinics,
the vast majority are women, and 60% are less than 25
years of age. Nearly two-thirds of Title X clients come
from households with incomes below the poverty level.
(Center for Reproductive Rights, 9/8/08)
• Voted for the domestic gag rule, which would have
prohibited federally funded family-planning clinics from
providing women with access to full information about
their reproductive-health options.
• Rejected efforts to reduce the need for abortion and
improve maternal health, by opposing efforts to require
insurance coverage for prescription birth control, improve
access to emergency contraception, and provide more
women with prenatal health care.
• Voted against legislation reducing the number of unintended pregnancies by investing in insurance coverage
for prescription birth control, advancing family-planning
services, instituting teen-pregnancy-prevention programs, and developing programs to increase awareness
about emergency contraception.
• Voted to required parental consent for teenagers
who want to obtain birth control.

Education

• Voted against funding teen-pregnancy-prevention
programs. Fact: Women who have a child while in high
4

school
are less
likely to
finish
high
school
and their
children
are more
likely
to grow
up in
poverty
and to
become teen mothers themselves.
• Opposed legislation requiring abstinence-only programs to be medically accurate and scientifically based.
• Voted against an amendment that would have allocated $100 million for the prevention of teen pregnancy
by providing education and contraception.
• Voted to take $75 million away from the Maternal
and Child Health Block Grant in order to establish an
“abstinence-only” program that requires the removal of
information about birth control.
• Voted to designate one-third of all HIV/AIDS prevention funds for “abstinence-unless-married” programs.

Abortion

• Voted in support of the first-ever nationwide ban
on a medically safe and necessary abortion procedure—
a ban that contains no exception for the health of a
woman.
•
Repeatedly voted to deny low-income women access to abortion services except in cases of rape, incest,
or life endangerment.
• Voted to make it a federal crime for anyone other
than a parent—including grandparents and religious
leaders—to accompany a minor across state lines for an
abortion if the home state notification and/or consent
laws have not been met.
• Voted to fine and/or imprison doctors who perform
abortions on out-of-state minors if the minor’s home
state notification and/or consent laws have not been
met.
• Voted to make it a crime to harm or kill a fetus while
committing a violent crime, thereby making the fetus a
person in the eyes of the law with potentially the same
legal standing as the pregnant woman. The pro-choice
community has proposed making injury of a pregnant
woman a greater offence while leaving a fetus as a fetus.
See McCain on next page
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Palin NOT Fit to Carry Clinton’s Briefcase

T

he only reason that it matters that Sarah Palin is a woman
is because John McCain wants it to matter. To anyone
else, the positions and actions by which Palin should be
judged make her an ultra-conservative neophyte extremist
who is unfit to be vice president whether she is male or female. McCain, however, is counting on her—as a woman—
to add a few percentage points from defecting white women
and the newly-energized religious extremist base, while not
losing independent voters, to pull ahead in key states like
Florida, Ohio, Michigan, and Pennsylvania.
This McCain strategy is built on the outrage many women
have felt over the misogyny and sexism to which Hillary Clinton was subjected during the Democratic Primary. Whatever
the criticism voiced about Palin, the McCain team screams,
“sexism,” and, unfortunately, the charade is working.
First, Sarah Palin is not Hillary Clinton! Clinton has thirtyfive years of experience advocating for women and children,
reproductive rights, and universal health care. As Senator,
Clinton serves more than 19 million people and sits on four
Senate Committees including the Senate Armed Services
McCain from previous page
• Voted to prohibit federal Medicaid funds for abortion services regardless of the cause of the pregnancy or
the condition of the woman.

Judges

“…one looks in vain for a judge who is too ideologically
conservative for McCain.” (Doug Kendall, Huffington Post,
2/18/08)
• Voted to confirm ultra-conservatives Samuel Alito,
John Roberts, and Clarence Thomas—all three of whom
voted in the majority in 5-4 decisions 1. to uphold the
Federal Abortion Ban—the first-ever nationwide ban on
a medically safe and necessary abortion procedure and
that contains no exception for the health of a woman,
and 2. to reject the plaintiff Lilly Ledbetter’s and the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission’s claim of
sex discrimination in the workplace, making it ever more
difficult for employees to sue employers for pay discrimination.
• Voted to confirm Robert Bork who, when asked
years later how America would have differed had he
been confirmed, stated, “Well, America would be different in the sense that Roe against Wade would have been
overruled.”
• Voted to confirm every Republican judicial nominee,
regardless of their qualifications, to the Supreme Court
and the lower-courts that came before him during his
22 years in the Senate. (Doug Kendall, Huffington Post,
2/18/08)
Autumn 2008

Committee. Clinton is a progressive
who believes in legislating—legislating for fair pay, stopping domestic
violence and unintended pregnancies, educational opportunities, and
more. And Sarah Palin?

Meeting Sarah Palin

Sarah Palin was mayor of
Wasilla, a town with a population of 5,469 (2000 US Census)
from 1996-2002, and governor of
Alaska, a state with a population of
670,053 (2006 US Census Estimate)
from 2006–Present. Her record and
position on women’s issues is deeply
troubling.

A Sampling of Priorities

“…the Republicans
have made Ms. Palin
the frontwoman:
win the White
House not on ideas,
but by denigrating
experience, judgment
and qualifications.”
(NYT, editorial,
9/12/08)

• Mayor Palin approved of
making rape victims pay for
their own rape kits. (Rape kits are sexual assault forensic evidence (SAFE) kits used by medical personnel for
gathering and preserving physical evidence following a
sexual assault which can be used in criminal proceedings.) Alaska has a rape rate 2.5 times the national
average. In 2000, after signing a law prohibiting charging for kits, then-Governor Knowles said, “We would
never bill the victim of a burglary for the cost of gathering evidence, nor should we bill rape victims just
because the crime scene happens to be their bodies.”

See Palin on next page

McCain Speaks
• “I will be a pro-life president, and this presidency will
have pro-life policies.” (Saddleback Church, 8/2008)
• “The rights of the unborn is one of my most important values.” (MSNBC’s Chris Matthews, 4/2008)
• “[I] will try to find clones of [Justice Samuel] Alito and
[Chief Justice John] Roberts” —the two ultra-conservative
Bush Administration appointees who led the 5-4 majority
in supporting the ban on a medically necessary abortion
procedure and in rejecting claims of sex discrimination
resulting in pay discrimination in the workplace. (2/2008)
• “I have stated time after time after time that Roe
v. Wade was a bad decision.” (NBC’s Meet the Press,
5/2007)
• “I do not support Roe versus Wade. It should be overturned.” (Spartanburg, SC, 2/2007)
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done in unifying people and companies to get that gas
line built, so pray for that.”

Palin from page 5
• Governor Palin broke her campaign promise to make
domestic violence a top issue, even while knowing that
Alaska’s per-capita rate of women killed by men is the
highest in the nation and that the sexual assault rates
against children are six times the national average. According to public safety experts, the prevalence of rape
and sexual assault of minors makes Alaska’s record one
of the worst in the nation. (Examining Palin’s Record
on Violence Against Women, Brentin Mock, 9/18/08;
Critics Question Palin’s Record on “Epidemic” Rape,
Domestic Violence in Alaska, Justin Root, 9/15/08)
Peggy Brown, executive director of the Alaska Network
on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault which is an
umbrella organization for shelters and anti-violence programs
around the state, explained, “[Palin has] really done a lot of
work on oil and gas, but when it comes to violence against
women and children…we haven’t been on her radar as a
priority.”
Department of Public Safety officials were devising a
hard-hitting initiative focused on sexual violence in Alaska,
but Palin pulled the plug on it last July.
It wasn’t the money. As both mayor and governor
Palin lobbied for earmarks, and never said, “Thanks but
no thanks!” As mayor she hired a lobbying firm to get
$27 million in earmarks, and in her one and a half years as
governor she has made the largest per-capita request in the
nation—nearly $750 million in federal funds. She also grew
Wasilla’s long-term debt from $1 million to $25 million,
$16 million of which was spent to build a sports complex.
If she did not want to spend state dollars, Palin could have
accessed funds made available through the Violence Against
Women Act that Democratic VP candidate Senator Joe Biden
successfully championed. Her priorities have cost women
their lives!
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Bush Administration’s
Parting Gift
By Ronnie Pawelko
orking to ensure its anti-choice legacy, the Bush administration has proposed HHS regulations that could
dramatically expand the legal right of health care providers—both institutions and individuals—to refuse to provide
patients with services, information, and referrals specifically
regarding health care. The first draft of the measure defined
contraception as abortion. The present version does not
equate contraception with abortion, but it leaves open that
possibility by failing to define key terms, including the words
discrimination and abortion.
The proposed rule could interfere with the enforcement of
a myriad of health laws enacted to protect women, including laws that require health care providers to treat patients in
need of emergency care. The rule could have a devastating
impact on New York State. Although New York has been at
the forefront of efforts to protect women’s access to contraception, the proposed regulation could jeopardize its ability
to enforce laws such as requiring Emergency Contraception
to be offered to sexual assault survivors in the Emergency
Room and legislation requiring contraceptive equity.
Federal and state law has traditionally balanced protections for individuals’ religious beliefs with patients’ need to
access health care services. The proposed regulation seems
designed to upset that careful balance and place the religious
beliefs of medical institutions and professionals above the
medical needs of patients. The final regulations may be issued as soon as late October.

W

Palin Ideology

• Opposes abortion even in cases of rape and incest,
even if the victims are children.
• Supports a constitutional amendment banning abortion, because overturning Roe would not be enough for
her.
• Supports abstinence-only education, in spite of the
fact that nearly two-thirds of all teens will have had sex
by the end of their senior year in high school.
• Believes life begins at conception (see back cover for
potential impact of Palin’s view).
• Supports the teaching of creationism in public
schools. Religion is a theme that runs throughout all of
Palin’s policies and positions. She has called the war
in Iraq “a task that is from God,” and said, “…there is
a plan and that plan is God’s plan.” She has asked for
religious intervention for a $30 billion national gas pipeline project when she said, “I think God’s will has to be
6

“It is important to remember that Roe v. Wade
did not mean that abortions could be performed.
They have always been done, dating from
ancient Greek days.
“What Roe said was that ending a pregnancy
could be carried out by medical personnel, in
a medically accepted setting, thus conferring
on women, finally, the full rights of first-class
citizens — and freeing their doctors to treat
them as such.”
Waldo L. Fielding, M.D.
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Re-Elect Engel, Lowey, and Hall In New York State...

W

estchester has a lot to be proud of: an A+ House of
Representatives Report Card on Choice!
Two years ago, voters cut out the dead wood and left
only the best congressional representatives: Eliot Engel (CD
17), Nita Lowey (CD 18), and John Hall (CD 19).

Getting the Job Done
Eliot Engel and Nita Lowey

For the past two decades, Eliot Engel
and Nita Lowey have been giving their constituents phenomenal
representation
in Congress.
Their pro-choice
advocacy has
not just protected the Bronx,
Westchester and
Rockland; they have been defending
the rights of all women in this country.
In 2006, they were joined by John Hall!

The New Congressman on the Block – John Hall

John Hall was just elected to his first term in Congress two
years ago, and Choice Matters worked hard to make that
happen. We identified thousands
of new pro-choice voters in CD 19,
and then, with this voting guide and
thousands of calls, ProChoice Voter
got those voters out to vote.
Hall has proven himself to be
staunchly pro-choice and committed to preserving a woman’s right to
choose.
Engel, Lowey, and Hall all face
anti-choice opponents. Hall’s opponent is endorsed by the Right-to-Life Committee!

Paid for by ProChoice Voter
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hoice Matters is excited to endorse almost all of our
Westchester Senate and Assembly delegates. They are
almost perfect, almost 100% pro-choice. But almost is not
good enough—Vincent Leibell (SD 40) and Greg Ball (AD
99) are both anti-choice and have to go. Leibell has no opponents this year but Ball does, and there’s a great candidate—John Degnan—running against him!
Challenger John Degnan is our hope for the 99th AD. Degnan who is a former mayor of Brewster is challenging antichoice extremist Greg Ball. Ball, according to a telephone
call with Right to Life 9th Judicial District, is endorsed by the
Right to Life Committee (RTL). Ball has shown himself to be
out of touch and an extremist when it comes to women’s
issues. This is a great opportunity to replace him!

The Senate

In the Senate, Choice Matters endorses our pro-choice
incumbents—Jeffrey Klein (SD 34), Andrea Stewart-Cousins
(SD 35), Ruth Hassel Thompson (SD 36), and Suzi Oppenheimer (SD 37). All four of them face challengers. Their opponents failed to return their questionnaires despite repeated
requests and warnings that a failure to respond would result
in an anti-choice designation. Stewart-Cousins’ opponent,
according to a telephone call with Right to Life 9th Judicial
District, is endorsed by RTL.

Assembly

In the Assembly, Choice Matters endorses our pro-choice
representatives: Gary Pretlow (AD 87), Amy Paulin (AD 88),
Adam Bradley (AD 89), Sandra Galef (AD 90), George Latimer (AD 91), Richard Brodsky (AD 92), and Michael Spano
(AD 93). Bradley and Brodsky are running unopposed, while
Galef, Latimer, Paulin, Pretlow, and Spano all face anti-choice
challengers. Spano’s opponent is endorsed by the RTL.

Two Heated Races

Senator Suzi Oppenheimer who has a lifetime record of
fighting for women’s rights, particularly women’s reproductive rights, is locked in an exceptionally nasty race with an
anti-choice opponent. In a telephone interview, Oppenheimer’s anti-choice challenger vehemently refused to return
her questionnaire. She made quite clear that she had no
intention of answering a questionnaire which would establish
her position on reproductive rights!
Pro-choice advocate Assemblywoman Sandra Galef is
being challenged by two anti-choice opponents, both of
whom refused to return their questionnaires despite repeated
requests. Galef has always stood squarely in support of
women’s reproductive rights. Now she needs the pro-choice
community to support her!

Andrea Stewart-Cousins—the newest member of our State
Senate delegation—came out swinging in her first term representing SD 35. Stewart-Cousins sponsored The Reproductive Health and Privacy Protection Act that modernizes state
laws and ensures that women’s rights are protected; plus, it
makes sure that abortion is regulated as a matter of public
health and medical practice. Right now New York’s abortion
law is like icing on a cake; it has never been incorporated into
the batter. With one swift motion, it could be wiped away,
and New York would be left with abortion being a crime as
described in the penal code. Thank you Andrea for looking
out for New York!
WCLA - Choice Matters, Inc. • WCLA-PAC • ProChoice Voter
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These elected officials represent you.
Contact them and let them know how
YOU want them to vote.

Your Elected Officials: Keep For Future Reference
U.S. President

President George W. Bush [-] R,C
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Opinion phone: 202/456-1111
Fax 202/456-2461
E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov

U.S. Senate

Hon. ________
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
Switchboard: 202/224-3121

Hon. Hillary Rodham Clinton [+] D,I,W
212/688-6262; 202/224-4451
Senator@clinton.senate.gov
Hon. Charles E. Schumer [+] D,I,W
212/486-4430; 202/224-6542
Senator@schumer.senate.gov

U.S. House of
Representatives

Hon. ________
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
Switchboard: 202/224-3121

Majority Leader Dean G. Skelos [-]
518/455-3171
skelos@senate.state.ny.us
Health Committee Chair
Kemp Hannon [-] R,C, I
518/455-2200
hannon@senate.state.ny.us

NYS Assembly

CD 17 Eliot Engel [+] D,W
718/796-9700; 202/225-2464
www.house.gov/writerep
CD 18 Nita Lowey [+] D,I,W
914/428-1707; 202/225-6506
nita.lowey@mail.house.gov
CD 19 John Hall [+] D
845/291-4100; 202/225-5441
www.johnhall.house.gov

Governor

Hon. David A. Paterson [+] D,I, W
Executive Chamber
State Capital
Albany, New York 12224
Phone: 518/474-8390
www.ny.gov/governor

NYS Senate

Hon. ________
New York State Senate
Albany, New York 12247
Switchboard: 518/455-2800

SD 34 Jeffrey Klein [+] D,W
718/822-2049; 518/455-3595
jdklein@senate.state.ny.us
SD 35 Andrea Stewart-Cousins [+] D
914/771-4190; 518/455-2588
scousins@senate.state.ny.us
SD 36 Ruth Hassell-Thompson [+] D,W
718/547-8854; 518/455-2061
hassellt@senate.state.ny.us
SD 37 Suzi Oppenheimer [+] D, W
914/934-5250; 518/455-2031
oppenhei@senate.state.ny.us
SD 40 Vincent Leibell [-] R,C,I
845/279-3773; 518/455-3111
leibell@senate.state.ny.us

Hon. ________
New York State Assembly
Albany, New York 12248
Switchboard 518/455-4100
AD 87 Gary Pretlow [+] D, I
914/667-0127; 518/455-5291
pretloj@assembly.state.ny.us
AD 88 Amy Paulin [+] D,I, W
914/723-1115; 518/455-5585
paulina@assembly.state.ny.us
AD 89 Adam T. Bradley [+] D, I, W
914/686-7335; 518/455-5397
bradlea@assembly.state.ny.us
AD 90 Sandra Galef [+] D, I, W
914/941-1111; 518/455-5348
galefs@assembly.state.ny.us
AD 91 George Latimer [+] D, I, W
914/777-3832; 518/455-4897
latimeg@assembly.state.ny.us
AD 92 Richard Brodsky [+] D, I, W
914/345-0432; 518/455-5753
brodskr@assembly.state.ny.us
AD 93 Michael Spano [+] R,C,I
914/779-8805; 518/455-3662
spano@assembly.state.ny.us

AD 99 Greg Ball [-] R,C, I
845/225-5038; 518/455-5783
ballg@assembly.state.ny.us
Speaker: Sheldon Silver [+] D, W
212/312-1420; 518/455-3791
speaker@assembly.state.ny.us
Health Committee Chair
Richard Gottfried [+] D, W
518/455-4941
gottfrr@assembly.state.ny.us

County Executive

Andrew Spano [+] D, I, W
Michaelian Office Building
White Plains, New York 10601
Phone: 995-2900
ceo@westchestergov.com

Westchester Board of Legislators

Hon. ________
Michaelian Office Building
White Plains, New York 10601
Switchboard 995-2800
CBL 1 George Oros [-] R,C, I ◊
CBL 2 Peter Harckham [+] D, W
CBL 3 John Nonna [+] D,I,W
CBL 4 Michael Kaplowitz [+] D, I, W
CBL 5 William Ryan [+] D, I, W
CBL 6 Martin Rogowsky [+] D,I,W
CBL 7 Judy Myers [+] D, I, W
CBL 8 Lois Bronz [+] D, W
CBL 9 William Burton [+] D, I, W
CBL 10 Vito Pinto [+] D, I, W
CBL 11 Jim Maisano [+] R,C,I, W
CBL 12 Thomas Abinanti [+] D,I, W
CBL 13 Lyndon D. Williams [-] D
CBL 14 Bernice Spreckman [+] R,C,I, W
CBL 15 Gordon Burrows [-] R, C
CBL 16 Ken Jenkins [+] D
CBL 17 Jose Alvarado [+] D

Key

+ Pro-choice
- Anti-choice
D Democrat
R Republican
C Conservative

I Independence
RTL Right to Life
W Working Families
◊ Has run on RTL

This list keeps improving because YOU elect pro-choice candidates.
To write
letters to
the editor
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The New York Times
The Journal News
229 West 43rd Street
1 Gannett Drive
New York, NY 10036
White Plains, NY 10604
Fax: 212/556-3622
Fax: 696-8396
e-mail: letters@thejournalnews.com
e-mail: letters@nytimes.com
WCLA - Choice Matters, Inc. • WCLA-PAC • ProChoice Voter

Weekly papers:
Check the mastheads
for addresses and fax
numbers.
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Choice matters, especially in difficult financial times. Here’s how I will help!
I Can Help! Count Me In For: p $1,000 p $500 p $250 p $150 p $100 p $50 p Other $ ________

Visa, MC, AmEx (min $35) 					
Expires		
Name							
E-mail
Address
City/Zip
Political Party			
Home Phone 		

Work Phone

Signed

p I will volunteer. Call me.
p I will help with pro-choice voter identification phone calls.
p I will do phoning in the p evening p daytime.
p I will contact my legislators when notified.
p I won’t vote for anyone who would restrict abortions.

Checks are payable to Choice Matters. Mail with this coupon to 235 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, NY 10605.
Contributions are not deductible from federal income tax.

Nightmares of Today – Even With Roe
‘Girl, 12, Gets Kansas Abortion’

Headline and excerpts from The Detroit Free Press, 7/31/98
12-year-old Sterling Heights, MI girl whose quest to terminate her pregnancy became a national concern has obtained
a late-term abortion at a women’s clinic in Wichita, Kan., a lawyer
for her family confirmed Thursday.
The girl’s case hit the national spotlight July 17 when Macomb
County Probate Judge Pamela Gilbert O’Sullivan made the girl a
ward of the court until a psychiatric examination was performed.
The judge prohibited the girl from leaving the state, blocking
her parents’ efforts to take her to Kansas for a late-term abortion.
On July 24, Gilbert O’Sullivan lifted the travel ban and returned
custody of the girl to her parents.
The girl’s 17-year-old brother is suspected of impregnating her
29 weeks ago. Police said he raped the girl during the day in the
family’s two-bedroom apartment while the parents were at work.
The parents, college-educated in India, speak little English and
work in a factory.
For the last two weeks, lawyers for the girl’s family and Michigan Right to Life have been deluged with offers of money for the
girl to carry the pregnancy to term.
The Catholic Charities collected about $7,000 for a scholarship
to give to the girl if she didn’t have an abortion. There were also
offers of adoption. And two lawyers filed a petition to try to represent the fetus, but the court never accepted the formal request.
American Civil Liberties Union attorneys produced affidavits
from two doctors who said that if the girl were forced to carry the
fetus to term, she could suffer irreparable physical and psychological damage.
The girl’s condition was diagnosed July 6, when a doctor determined she was 27 weeks pregnant. The doctor referred her to
Hutzel Hospital, where abortions are performed up to 24 weeks
of pregnancy. Doctors there referred her to the Women’s Health
Care Services in Wichita, the nearest known place she could obtain a late-term abortion.
However, the Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office intervened,
and essentially delayed the procedure for nearly two weeks.
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Lest We Forget...

“

The familiar symbol of illegal abortion is the infamous “coat
hanger” — which may be the symbol, but is in no way a
myth. In my years in New York, several women arrived with a
hanger still in place. Whoever put it in — perhaps the patient
herself — found it trapped in the cervix and could not remove
it.”
“We did not have ultrasound, CT scans or any of the now
accepted radiology techniques. The woman was placed under
anesthesia, and as we removed the metal piece we held our
breath, because we could not tell whether the hanger had
gone through the uterus into the abdominal cavity…”
“However, not simply coat hangers were used.” “Almost
any implement you can imagine had been and was used to
start an abortion — darning needles, crochet hooks, cut-glass
salt shakers, soda bottles, sometimes intact, sometimes with
the top broken off.”
“Another method…was a soap solution forced through the
cervical canal with a syringe. This could cause almost immediate death if a bubble in the solution entered a blood vessel and
was transported to the heart.”
Excerpts from Repairing the Damage, Before Roe, for The
New York Times, 6/3/08, by Waldo L. Fielding, M.D., a retired
gynecologist who received his formal training in New York
from 1948 to1953.

SAVE THE DATE

NOVEMBER 13, 2008

ProChoice Voter Presents

An Educational Forum

The Politics of Abortion and Religion
For more information call: 914/421-0075
Paid for by ProChoice Voter
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Colorado: Redefining
Personhood

F

or the first time in US history the public will decide
when personhood begins when they vote on Colorado
Amendment 48. The potential ramifications are detailed by
Diana Hsieh and Ari Armstrong of the Coalition for Secular
Government who have published Amendment 48 is AntiLife: Why It Matters That a Fertilized Egg Is Not a Person,
and by Lynn Paltrow of National Advocates for Pregnant
Women (NAPW) in an open letter to candidate Sarah Palin.

Women Be Damned—It’s the Egg!

“[Amendment 48] which would define a fertilized egg as a
person with full legal rights in the Colorado constitution, is
profoundly anti-life,” said Coalition founder Diana Hsieh. “It
would obliterate basic reproductive rights in Colorado based
solely on the faith-based fiction that a fertilized egg is the
moral equal of a born infant.”
• Given existing criminal statues, Amendment 48
would subject women and their doctors to life in prison
or the death penalty for abortions, even in cases of rape,
incest, and fetal deformity.
• It would prevent doctors from properly treating
non-viable ectopic pregnancy until the woman’s life and
health was in serious danger, thereby causing needless
deaths.
• It would force thousands of women each year to bear
unwanted children, whatever the cost to their own lives
and happiness.
• The measure would ban popular and effective forms
of birth control, including the birth-control pill, thereby
increasing unwanted pregnancies.
• It would outlaw the fertility treatments responsible
for the birth of hundreds of Colorado babies to eager
parents each year.
(Media Release, 8/20/08, For more information go to:
http://www.seculargovernment.us)

Trying to Educate the VP Candidate

In a powerful open letter, NAPW Executive Director Lynn
Paltrow writes of the devastating impact Palin’s position—that
fetuses have a right to life—already has on pregnant women,
and what would happen if it were established as law. Paltrow
cites true stories of pregnant women being tied down,
incarcerated, forced to have C-sections, and more because
some other person decided they were not acting in the best
interest of the fetus, and that fetal rights outweighed their
rights—and these were women who wanted to give birth.
Paltrow explains that, “millions of American women work
part time or for small employers who are not covered by the
PDA [Pregnancy Discrimination Act]. If your [Palin’s] political
position on abortion is accepted—all of these women could
be forced to give up their jobs because an employer, family
member, or state agent believed it necessary to ensure the
health and rights of their unborn child.” To read the entire
letter go to: http://www.alternet.org/story/97457.
From page 2
will endorse and support candidates who vote on legislation in
accordance with our platform which will be composed of five
elements key to women: 1. Health care; 2. Employment; 3.
Education; 4. Domestic violence; and 5. Senior/childcare. (One
might say, the candidate who H.E.E.D.S. women’s needs will
receive our endorsement.)
Before we can look ahead though, we must deal with Nov.
4th. Remember, Obama’s issues are Hillary’s issues. I hope they
are yours.
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